Transmttal No: 97 LCM 64
Date: Decenber 8, 1997

Di vi sion: Devel opment and
Preventi on Services

TO Local District Comn ssioners

SUBJECT: 1997 Federal Fami |y Viol ence Prevention
and Services Act G ant

ATTACHVENTS: Letter to Executive Directors of Donestic Violence
Pr ogr anms

Attached for your information is a copy of the letter being sent to agencies
which operate an approved residential and/or non-residential donestic
vi ol ence program

The Departnent is responsible for adm nistering the Federal Famly Viol ence
Prevention and Services Act funds. This year's award was increased to
$3, 213, 134. Fi ve percent of the award supports state administrative costs.
It is anticipated that each grant award will be no nore than $37, 225.

Resi dential prograns experiencing underutilization nmay apply funds to
operational expenses not otherw se supported through per diemreinbursenent

or ot her government funds. Resi dential prograns with reasonable occupancy
rates may apply funds towards one-tinme-only health and safety inprovenents,
servi ce enhancenents, and/or equiprment itemns. Non-resi dential prograns may

apply funds to support operational expenses, service enhancenents, and/or
equi prent i temns.

Transfer |nplenentation: Chapter 436 of the Laws of 1997 renanes the
Departnment of Social Services as the Departnment of Fanily Assistance which
is conprised of two independent offices: the Ofice of Children and Famly

Services and the O fice of Tenporary and Disability Assistance.
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Upon the execution of a Menorandum of Understandi ng and conpliance with the
Cvil Service Laws, responsibility as specified in Chapter 436 will be
transferred fromthe forner Departnent of Social Services to the Ofice of
Children and Fanmily Services (OCFS) and fully integrated with the functions
and duties of the forner Division for Youth. The reconmendati ons cont ai ned
herei n have been approved by all necessary staff of the referenced agencies.

I f you have any questions, please contact Sal ei ka Leak at (518)473-6239 or
Li sa Gordon at (518) 474-6512.

Rose M Pandozy
Deputy Conmi ssi oner
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Decenber 1, 1997

Dear Executive Director:

The purpose of this letter is to notify you that your agency is
eligible to apply for a 1997 Federal Fanmily Violence Prevention and Services
Act grant.

As you may know, the Departrment is responsible for admnistering the
Federal Fam ly Violence Prevention and Services Act funds. New York State's
1997 award was increased to $3, 213,134 - five-percent of which supports
state adninistrative costs. The plan is to distribute the remaining funds
equal |y anpbng all agenci es which operate an approved residential and/or non-
residential donestic violence program It is anticipated that each grant
award will be no nore than $37, 225.

This letter serves as notification that your agency is eligible to

receive an award based on the equitable distribution. Regardl ess of the
nunber of facilities or type of progran(s) (residential and/or non-
residential) operated, each agency will receive only one award.

Pl ease note that federal guidelines require a |local match of 50% of the
grant awarded and therefore all grantees wll have to provide in-kind
services or cash relative to the program Grants will be issued through a
contractual agreenent and will be available from March 31, 1998 to March 30,
1999. The priority for applying grant funds is as foll ows:

1) Resi denti al Prograns experiencing underutilization - |If the utilization
| evel (occupancy rate) for at |east one of your donestic violence
residential prograns for the designated tine period was bel ow the | eve
used to establish the per diemrate funds may be applied to operationa
expenses not otherwi se supported through per diemreinbursenment or
ot her governnment funds.

2) Resi dential Prograns with reasonable occupancy rates - Residentia
programs with occupancy rates equal to or above the level wused to
establish the per diemand sufficient to support operational expenses
may apply funds towards one-tine-only health and safety inprovenents,
servi ce enhancenents, and/or equiprment itens.

3) Non- Resi denti al prograns - Agenci es operating non-residential progranms
may apply funds to support operational expenses, service enhancenents
and/ or m nor equi prent itens.
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Progranms applying funds to service enhancenents are encouraged to
consi der col |l aborative efforts with their 1local social service districts
which address the needs of famlies experiencing both child abuse and
donestic viol ence and/ or which support the fam |y viol ence option provisions
of the state Wl fare Reform act.

To avoid the potential of a future deficit, funds may not be used for
items whi ch will require continued funding without a realistic plan for
conti nued support. Additionally, residential prograns may choose not to
apply for funds if funding is not needed at this time or if such funding
woul d create a surplus, thereby inmpacting future per diemrates.

In order to apply for these funds, the attached forns nmust be conpl eted
and returned by close of business Decenber 19, 1997 to Susan Adans, New York
State Department of Social Services, 40 North Pearl Street, Floor 11-D
Al bany, New York 12243. I f you choose not to apply, pl ease check the
appropriate line on the Application Cover Page and return this form by
Decenber 19t h.

Any questions regarding this process nay be directed to Sal ei ka Leak at
(518) 473-6239 or Lisa Gordon at (518) 474-6512.

Si ncerely,

Rose M Pandozy
Deputy Conmi ssi oner

RWVP: s
Attachnent s
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