DSS- 4037EL (Rev. 9/89)
Transnmittal No: 97 LCM 20

Date: February 28, 1997

D vi sion: Conmm ssioner's
Ofice

TO Local District Commi ssioners

SUGGESTED DI STRI BUTI ON:
I ncone Mai ntenance Directors
Enpl oyment Coor di nat ors
Food Stanp Coordinators

SUBJECT: Waiver of Food Stanp ABAW Eligibility Requirenents

ATTACHVENTS: None

CGovernor Pataki has directed the Department of Social Services to seek a
wai ver from USDA of the food stanp abl e-bodi ed adult wi thout dependents
(ABAWD) requirenents in those areas where the unenploynent rate is in excess
of 10% by USDA standards, or in civil jurisdictions which neet USDA
gui del i nes for designation as a | abor surplus area. I f approved by USDA
the waivers will be effective from Novenmber 22, 1996 to Novenber 21, 1997 in
t he designated areas unless the chief elected official of the county or the
mayor of New York City declines the waiver

The State may self-certify areas which neet USDA guidelines for designation
as having an unenpl oynent rate of 10 percent or higher. Therefore, a waiver
for Bronx and Hamilton counties, which neet these guidelines, is effective
i medi ately unl ess the nayor of New York City or the chief elected officia
of Hami Iton County choose to decline this waiver.
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The civil jurisdictions of the State which neet the designation of a |abor
surplus area are identified bel ow The State nust await approval from USDA
for waivers of the ABAW requirenment in these areas. Affected |oca

districts wll be notified as soon as waiver approval is received. In the
neantinme, chief elected officials should consider whether or not they will

choose to decline the waiver.

ELI G BLE LABOR SURPLUS AREAS ClVIL JURI SDI CTI ONS | NCLUDED

ALLEGANY COUNTY
AUBURN CI TY

Bl NGHAMION CI TY
BRONX COUNTY
BUFFALO CI TY
CATTARAUGUS COUNTY
CHENANGO COUNTY
CLI NTON COUNTY
CORTLAND COUNTY
ELM RA CI TY

ESSEX COUNTY
FRANKLI N COUNTY
FULTON COUNTY
GREENE COUNTY

HAM LTON COUNTY
HEMPSTEAD VI LLAGE
BALANCE OF JEFFERSON COUNTY
KI NGS COUNTY

LEW S COUNTY
MONTGOVERY COUNTY
MOUNT VERNON CI TY
NEW YORK COUNTY
NEVBURGH CI TY

NI AGARA FALLS CITY
ORLEANS COUNTY
OSWEGDO COUNTY
POUGHKEEPSI E CI TY
QUEENS COUNTY

Rl CHMOND COUNTY
ROCHESTER CI TY
SCHENECTADY CI TY
ST LAWRENCE COUNTY
SYRACUSE CI TY

TROY CITY

UTICA A TY

BALANCE OF WARREN COUNTY
WATERTOMWN CI TY
WYOM NG COUNTY

ALLEGANY COUNTY

AUBURN CI TY I N CAYUGA COUNTY

Bl NGHAMION CI TY | N BROOVE COUNTY
BRONX COUNTY

BUFFALO CI TY I N ERI E COUNTY
CATTARAUGUS COUNTY

CHENANGO COUNTY

CLI NTON COUNTY

CORTLAND COUNTY

ELM RA CITY I N CHEMUNG COUNTY

ESSEX COUNTY

FRANKLI N COUNTY

FULTON COUNTY

GREENE COUNTY

HAM LTON COUNTY

HEMPSTEAD VI LLAGE | N NASSAU COUNTY
JEFFERSON COUNTY LESS WATERTOMN CI TY
KI NGS COUNTY

LEW S COUNTY

MONTGOVERY COUNTY

MOUNT VERNON CI TY | N WESTCHESTER COUNTY
NEW YORK COUNTY

NEVBURGH CI TY | N ORANGE COUNTY

NI AGARA FALLS CITY I N NI AGARA COUNTY
ORLEANS COUNTY

OSWEGDO COUNTY

POUGHKEEPSI E CI TY | N DUTCHESS COUNTY
QUEENS COUNTY

Rl CHMOND COUNTY

ROCHESTER CI TY I N MONRCE COUNTY
SCHENECTADY CI TY | N SCHENECTADY COUNTY
ST LAWRENCE COUNTY

SYRACUSE CITY I N ONONDAGA COUNTY
TROY CITY | N RENSSELAER COUNTY

UTI CA CITY I N ONEI DA COUNTY

WARREN COUNTY LESS QUEENSBURY TOMN
WATERTOMWN CI TY | N JEFFERSON COUNTY
WYOM NG COUNTY



Date February 28, 1997

Trans. No. 97 LCM 20 Page No. 3

Districts listed in this LCMwhich choose to participate in the waiver
should refrain from acting upon the ABAW eligibility requirenent until

further clarification is received fromthe Departnents. Noti ces of adverse
action related to ABAW eligibility should be held in abeyance, while
noti ces which have al ready been sent should be wi thdrawn. Districts may,
however, continue to assign ABAWs to enploynent prograns or offer them

opportunities to neet the eligibility requirenment.

A copy of this LCMis being sent to chief elected officials of affected
counties Upstate and to the nayor of New York City.

If you have any questions please contact Mke Leonard at 518 485-6996.

John E. Sweeney Brian J. Wng
Conmi ssi oner Acti ng Conmi ssi oner
Depart nent of Labor Depart nent of Social Services
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