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Paternity acknow edgnents are used in verification of certain factors of
public assistance (PA) eligibility. This rel ease clarifies when paternity
acknow edgnments are used, what constitutes a paternity acknow edgnent and
how paternity acknow edgnents relate to child support enforcenent (IV-D)
requi renents.

Assistance in the Aid to Dependent Children (ADC) or Ad to Dependent
Chi | dren- Unenpl oyed Parent (ADCU) category on behalf of an eligible child
can be provided only to a parent or other eligible relative such as a
gr andpar ent si bli ng, aunt or uncle (PASB VIII-A). For Honme Reli ef
househol ds, the relationship of household nmenbers to each other and to non-
appl yi ng individuals rmust be explored as a potential source of support (PASB
| X-B-3). Consequently, PA applicants and recipients are required to furnish
information regarding the relationship of household nembers to each other
For this purpose, the putative father's witten acknow edgrment of paternity
is sufficient to establish his parental relationship to a child who was born
out of wedl ock.

A putative father's witten acknowl edgnent of paternity is also used in
determ ning a household's categorical eligibility for ADC An out - of -
wedlock child residing with the putative father who has not acknow edged
paternity is considered to be deprived of parental support and care due to
t he conti nued absence of an acknow edged or adjudi cated father

A PA household which includes a child who was born out of wedl ock nust be
referred to the I'V-D unit and the household nust cooperate wth paternity
adj udi cation proceedings. Paternity adjudication |egally establishes the
father's relationship to the child and his liability to support the child.
The |1V-D referral and cooperation requirenents apply regardl ess of whet her
the putative father is in the household and regardl ess of whether he has
acknow edged paternity.

For PA purposes of establishing a parental relationship and determining a
househol d's categorical eligibility for ADC or ADCU the following are
exanpl es of docunents which conprise witten acknow edgnents of paternity
(please note that these witten acknow edgnents are not equivalent to the
witten acknow edgnent of paternity obtained by [|V-D staff, which is a
specific | egal docunent):

o] A child's birth certificate which includes the putative father's
nane because his signhature was required on an affidavit in order to
have his nane appear on the child's birth certificate. Please note
that it is not necessary to obtain a copy of the affidavit.

o] The putative father's signature, as witnessed by an | Mworker, on
t he "DSS- 2921: Application for Public Assistance, Medi ca
Assi stance, Food Stanps and Services" which lists the putative
father on Iline 01 in Section 6 and the child' s relationship as
"son" or "daughter".
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o] A witten acknow edgnment signed by the putative father in the
presence of an incone naintenance (IM worker or other official of
the social services district.

o] A signed and notarized acknow edgmrent .

Gscar R Best, Jr.
Deputy Conm ssi oner
Di vi sion of | ncone M ntenance



