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TO : Local District Commissioners

SUBJECT: Food StampTheatmentof $50 C1iild Support Disregards

Recent changesregardingthe $50 disregardprocessfor child support which has
been timely paid were transmitted in 89 LCM-12 January13, 1989. We have
subsequentlyreceived federal clarification regardingthe food stamptreatmentof
accrued child support payments. Food stamp instructions containedin this
releasesupersedethose containedin 89 LCI-l2.

This menoraidumis to notify you that, for_food stamppurposes, only that IV-D
child support pass-through which was received by the householdwithin normal
processingtiineframesis countable as incne. The pass-through payment is
counted as food stamp inccane in the month foll.iing the month in which the
householdreceivesthe pass-through, regardless of whether the household is
otherwiseprospectively or retrospectivelybudgeted. Any 1 I tional pass-through
paymentswhich representsupport collections for previous months are excluded as
income becausethey are lump sum payments.

For example, the ADC absentparent’s $100 per month child support obligation for
January, February, aid March is garnished fmn his wages. In March, his employer
forwards all three payments to the local district’s Support Collection Unit
SaJ. In April, the local district issuesto the ADC householdthree $50
paymentswhich represent pass-throughs for support timely paid in January,
February aid March. Issuing three separate payments instead of one $150
payment, permits identification of the annt attributable to each month.
However, only .the $50 pass-throughfor the support paid in March is budgetedas

* fd stamp income, becauseit was receivedwithin .a nornal processingtimeframe.
This $50 pass-throughis budgetedfor food stampsin May, becausethe household
receivedthe pass-throughin April. The additional $100 in pass-throughs, which
are the result of accruedJanuaryaid February support payments, are treatedas
lump suis. While they areexcludedas incai,. they are countedas resourcesfor
food stamppurposes.

AN EQUAL OPPORTUNITYIAFFIRMATIVE ACTION EMPLOYER



SystImolications

* instructions for identifyiz4 which of
:paymentsare cc*mtable as food stamp income are
2 for Upstatedistricts. In Nei York City, s
current pass-thrcuhas food stamp income.

a household’s- IV-D pass-through
containedin. .ABEL Transmittal 89-
will continue to convert only the

Questionsconcerningthis nxoraidum should be directed to your district’s Food
Stamp representative,at 1-800-342-3715, extension4-9225.

This clarification will be containedin a future updateto the Food Stamp Source
Book.

We hope you will sharethis menoraidumwith your public assistance staff,
stamp staff aid Child SupportEnforcementUnit/Support Collection Unit staff.
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