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CONTACT PE~SON:

All Public Assistance Staff
All Medical Assistance Staff

!my questions conceJ:ning this release should I::€ directecl. to Robin ill.ex:,
Income Support Bureau, by calling (800) 342-3715, extension 3-7992 or
4-9107. Questions concerning Medical Assistance should be direct....od to
the County Representative at extension 3-7581 or the New York City

. Office at (212) 488-7271.

I. PURPOSE

The purpose of this directive is to advise local social services districts
that the U.S. District Court has enjoined the enforcerrent of New York's
policy of denying ADC benefits to otherwise eligible minor caretaker relatiw,s
because the minor caretaker relative refuses to accept a parent's offerof -a--
heme.

II. BACKGRCUND

Section 101 of the Soci.al Services Law makes parents, who have s1J£fici.ent
ability, responsible for the support of children under age 21. Adcli.tionaHy!
Departrrent p.E..'Sulation 352.23 requires that applicants and recipients shall
generally be required to utilize available resources and to apply for and
otherwise pursue potentially available resources. It has !::€en the policy
of this Department, for purposes of eligibility fO.r cash assistance, tha:t
the offer of a hone by a parent to a minor constitutes an available resource
that must be evaluated and utilized, if appropriate.
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III. PRCGRl'l~ IMPLlCATICNS

This court decision may result in additional public assistance ape.'1ditures
due to increased aid to minor recipients with children as well as increased
interaction with· the family court system. The ccurt order is =rently
under app:al.

IV. RE(UIRED ACI'ION

Local districts must not deny or terminate ACe or MA Only benefits based
upon the availability of a parent I s heme as a potential resource to an
otherwise eligible minor caretaker relative.

NOI'E: A minor caretaker relative is a parent or appropriate other relative,
as defined by the ACe program, under 21, who is primarily responsible
for the care of a child.

Local districts are still required to initiate proceedings to l=ate and/or
obtain support fran parents of all minor children, including ACe minor care
taker relatives.

For Horne Relief cases, De~t Regulation 370.2(c) (3) (i-v) still applies.
This regulation states that the offer of a horne by a relative shall r.-e in
cluded in the exploration and evaluation of resources.

V. EFFECI'IVE DATE

The effective date of this Admilustrative Directive is June 2, 1982.


