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A l l  SSI Staff 

I CONTACT PERSON: A l l  questions regarding this release should be directed t o  your county 
representative a t  800-342-3715, extension 4-9133. 

'Phe purpose of this directive is  t o  advise you that the U.S. Supreme Court 
has denied our application for a review of the retroactive portion of the 
Stenson v. Blum Court decision. A s  a restllt, d i s t r i c t s  w i l l  be required t o  
reinstate Medicaid benefits as  of December 20, 1979, for  SSI recipients who 
were improperly terminated fran Medicaid and who contact social services 
d i s t r i c t s  indicating they wish t o  receive Medicaid. 

This Department had previously by 80 AIM-19 advised you of the U.S. District  
Court decisian i n  Stenson v. Blm. The Mst r i c t  Court held tha t  a local agency 
may not terminate a recipient's Medicaid cwerage solely on a detennination of 
inel igibi l i ty  for  Sq@.ementaL Security Income. This directive further sets  
forth the proper procedures for terminating cwerage. 

The District  Court a s  affirmed by the Second Circuit Court of Appeals has also 
required that  a l l  persons who were terminated from Medicaid as  a result of a 
determination of inel igibi l i ty  for  SSI between Janury 1, 1974 and December 20, 
1979 must be reinstated t o  ~ e d i c a i d  a s  of December 20, 1w. 
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Local districts were advise6 by a l @ t t e r  t o  832 Conmissioners d a t a 2  
bctabes 9,  :.*, of' the method t o  ' I  foUowed to process these casec, 
T k i s  8ireefAve i s  of f ic ia l ly  confirming those instructions. 

Imlemenkfition of the requirements of t h i s  letter w i l l  resuabt in au: i r d t i a L  
~ e i n s t ~ u t m e n t  sf coverage a s  of December 20, 19'79 f o r  the affected gopla t ion ,  
CLass members must be reinstated without regard t o  current e l i g i b i l i t y .  

The State I b ~ r t m e n t  of Social Sewices i s  sending l e t t e r s  t o  a l l  pereons 
whose SSI cases have been closed since January 1, 1974 advisirg them that; they 
are en t i t l ed  t o  receive Medicaid a t  l e a s t  u n t i l  an actual determination sf 
Ineligibili+Yy is made. The State w3.U prwide  a newspaper publica-bion, a s  
required by the Court erder. The affected persons have been ackrfsed t o  con- 
t a c t  t h e i r  loca l  department of social. services i f  they wish t o  receive Medicaid, 
AJe the  sane time, %he State has sent two computer l i s t i ngs  t o  each county, 
One l i s t  contains information on a l l  persons who l ived i n  tha t  county when t he i r  
SSI was terminated. The other l i s t  contains names and social  security numbers 
for  all persona i n  New Yark State whose SSI cases have been closed. When a 
local agency i s  contacted by one of these individuals, they lrust take the foklow- 
ing steps: 

A, When a person contacts a loca l  d i s t r i c t  s ta t ing tha t  his SSI case was closed 
and Chat he wishes t o  receive Medicaid, the loca l  agency must first ver i fy  
t M  person's ident l ty  and then check the county specific list. If the 
person does not appear on thaA list, the d i s t r i c t  should check the statewide 

) 

L i s t ,  since the person may have resided elsewhere i n  the State when his SSI 
case was closed. 

B. Tf the person appears on e i ther  l i s t ,  the d i s t r i c t  should prepare an autho- 
r izat ion opening the case effective December 20,  1979, The county specific 
1is.t contains enough information t o  autk~orize conti.rued assistance pending 
an e l i g i b f l i t y  dete,dnation. If the c l ien t  l ived i n  anoLher county a t  
%be time the  SSI ease was closed, the d i s t r i c t  sha l l  contact t ha t  county t o  
get the information necessary t o  authorize the case. 

C. Persons whose SSf benefits have been terminated and w b  subsequently applied 
for  Medical Assistance, been denied, and been notified of the i r  r ight  t o  a 
Fair Hearing, do not qmlif'y a s  c lass  members. 

D. f i n a l l y ,  the d i s t r i c t  fihall follow the procedures specified i n  80 AIM-19 
t o  detennine ongoing e l ig ib i l i ty .  

Acting Deputy Gofirmissioner 
Division of Medical Assistance 


