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SUBJECT' Pass-Through of the Federal Cost-of-Living
Increase to SSI Recipients and Increases
in State Supplementary Payments

SUGGESTED
DISTRIBUTION: Incorre M3.intenance Staff

Medical Assistance Staff
Social Services Staff
SSI/SDX Coordinators

DATE: September 7. 1979

CONTACT PERSON' Any questions ooncerning this release should be directed to Bob
Sharkey, Income Support Unit, at (800) 342-3715, extension 49348.

I. PURPOSE

The purpose of this directive is to advise local social services districts
of Chapter 314 of the Laws of 1979 ~nich authorizes a pass-through of the
July 1979 federal cost-of-living increase and, in addition, an increase in
the State Supplement portion to I1Dst SSI recipients.

II. BACKGRJUND

Section 1617 of the Social Security Act provides that l.menever benefits
tmder Title II are increased by any percentage, the federal anDunt of SSI
benefits lolill be increased by the same percentage. Social Security benefits
are generally increased yearly, in July, based on the Consuner Price Index
(CPI). The 1979 increase was set at 9.9%.

State legislation is rEquired to authorize an actual increase in the total
check ~ihen State supplementary paYJrents (SSP) are involved. This legislation
is COIllTOnly referred to as the "pass-through".
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Chapter 314 of the Laws of 1979, effective July 1, 1979, authorizes:

- The pass-through of the 9.9 percent cost-af-living increase
in the federal SSI benefit of $18.80 for individuals and $28.20
for couples.

- An increase in the State supplerr>2nt of $2.36 for individuals
and $3.54 for couples.

- Ai1 increase in the personal needs allOVlance for Level II Con­
gregate Can" (Residential Care) .

.. Increase.s in t11e eligibility standards for certain M1\-only
households .

III . PRJGAAJ~ IMPLICATIONS

A. The pass-through of the federal benefit. increase plus the increase in
the State supplerrents CDlnbine to establish l1ei\' SSI Benefit Levels
(Standard of Need). The nEW rufmmts are sha.vn all 1:-11e attached chart.

All recipients will receive an increase except those in ~'itle XIX
Institutions and til0se converted from the AABD program vlhose "grand­
fatilered" benefit level. is still higher than the nEW SSI arrount.

The increases in t11e SSI benefit levels ,-rill be fully reflected in
SSI dlecks on Sepw..rrber 1, 1979. An additional check in August will
provide tile retroactive increases for July and August. The Depart­
ment has sent noti02s to all SSI recipients living in the canmunity
or in Departnent-approved fad] i t.i.es infonning them of iliis delay.

The increase in the SSI 1>2118fit will reduCB tile nurrber of SSI recip­
ientB currently receiving supplerrental horre relief funds. (77 ADM-J.38)

B. The personal needs allrytlance for Level II Congregate Care (Resident.i.al
Care) has been increased from $18.00 to $29.16 in addition to any
income disregarded by the Social Security Administration. The per­
sonal needs allCMances for Level I and Level III remain at $10.00
in addition to any disregarded incoms.

C. The impact of the increase in M1\-only eligibility standards and the
lirpact of the pass-thl:Dugh on the rredicare bUl.!-in list are covered
by 79 AIt-1 42 f dated July 18, 1979.

IV• REQUIRED ACTICN

A. SupplenEl1tal Hams Relief eases

L Effective Septerrber 1, 1979, those fe.v local social services districts
tilat pJ.Dvide supplerrental home relief to SSI recipients shaH identify
all individuals receiving such assistance and rebudget the cases in
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accordance with instructions set out in 77 ALM-138. In rebudgeting
these cases, you must use the new standard of need surrmarized below.
'fuis updates the standard of need set forth on page 3 of 77 ALM-138:

SSI STANDARD OF NEED
(Total SSI Benefit)

Living Arrangement Individual Couple Supplement COde (SDX)

Living Alone $271.41 $391. 78 A
Living With Others 218.74 342.78 B
Living in Household of Another* 218.74 342.78 F

2. Local social services districts shall consider the retroactive check
received in August for the July and August increase as a resource to
be treated in accordance with applicable Department regulations.

3. Recipients must be notified in writing of any reduction or termination
of assistance and their rights to a fair hearing.

)

B. Notification of New Benefit Levels to Level I cperators

Local social services districts shall identify all Family Type Home and
CXle-Guest Foster Hane operators which have been certified and are under
their jurisdiction and inform them of the new benefit levels for residents
of these Hanes.

The attached notification letter (Appendix A) shall be reprinted under
the local social services district letterhead without rrodification.

V. ADDITIONAL INFORMATIOO

O1apter 315 of the Laws of 1979 extends the state assumption of the local
share of State SSI Supplementation costs to october 1, 1981 for New York
City and to July 1, 1981 for all other districts.

*Living with others with in-kind income. - The maximlIDl cash benefit is $149.34.
The value of in-kind incorre ($69.40) brings this total to a standard of need
of $218.74.

S-w () () O.·P-9: tI. DOM J Mb
Syd~ifJ~~tJtWrg~...a""'Il-----
Deputy Ccmnissioner for Income Maintenance
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APPENDIX A

(I.CO\L DISTRICT LETl'ERHEI\D)

Dear Family Type and Adult Foster Care Provider:

Effective July 1, 1979, the SUpplemental Security Incane (SSI) s.tandard
of m:::mthly need for eligible residents in O:mgregate Care Level I heroes will
increase. The standard for individuals will increase fran $313.30 to
$334.46 in New York City and fran $275.30 to $296.46 in the rest of the
State. The standard for couples will increase fran $626.60 to $668.92
in New York City and fran $550.60 to $592.92 in the rest of the State.

The increase will not be included in each resident's regular check until
September 1, 1979. The increases due recipients for July and August will be
sent in a separate check shortly after August 1, 1979.

The personal allowance established in 1977 is not affected by this increase.
Therefore, your residents will continue to receive personal allowances as·
follows:

1) Residents who receive total SSI benefits less than $10.00 \vill
have personal allowances consisting of their total SSI benefit
in addition to any incane disregard by the Social Security
Administration in determining SSI eligibility.

2) Residents who receive SSI benefits and who have no other incane
will have a personal allowance of at least $10.00.

3) Residents who receive SSI benefits greater than $10. 00 and have
other sources of incane, will have a personal allowance of at
least $10.00 in addition to any incane disregarded by the Social
Security Administration.

If you have any questions, you should contact this Depart:Irent.



SSI BENEFIT LEVEL~ EFFECTIVE JULY 1, 1979
~

Fed
L/A
Code

State
SUpp.
Code Living Arrangerent

Federal Benefit
Ind. Couple

State Supplerent
rna. COuple

Total Benefict
Ind. Couple

A I A Living Alone I 208.20 312.30 I 63.21 79.48 271.41 391. 78

A,C B Living with Others 208.20 312.30. 10.54 30.48 218.74 342.78
-- ~ - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -- _ .. ---------

B F Living in Ibusehold of Another* 138.80 208.20 10.54 30.48 149.34 238.68

Level I - Family Care

a) DSS Certified Family Type !:lales and
Foster Care for Adults

A C b) CMH-cMRDD Certified Family Care Ibres

New York City I 208.20 312.30 126.26 356.62 334.46 668.92
/

Rest of State 208.20 312.30 88.26 280.62 296.46 592.92 ;.-

"
Level II - Residential Care f

a) DSS Certified Residential Care I
A D Facilities for Adults

,.

b) CMH--a-moD Certified COImunity ;

Residences 208.20 312.30 257.16 618.42 465.36 930.77
/

."

Level III - School for the Mentally Retarded /

A E New York City I 208.20 312.30 485.26 1,074.62 693.46 "l,336.92

Rest of,State 208.20 312.30 461.26 1,026.62 669.46 1,338.92

D Z Title XIX Institution** 25.00 50.00 0 ° 25.00 SO.CO

*Not a separate State Payment Level (SPL). Refers to J?eO'.,)le receiving bot.lJ. support and maintenance (foed and srelt-arJ wnose
federal benefits have been reduced by one-third.

**A federal benefit of $208.20 for individuals or $312.30 for couples applies to priv. fac. where Title.XD{ pa{'s les~~
50 percent of the cost of care or when the people !:"eside in a public carmunity residence with a capac~ty of .c6 or .less.
Trese situations are rare and involve no Si""..ate SUppleme..n.t.

ADDITIONAL NOl'ES: 1) Minimum personal needs allOliance for Levels I a'ld III is $10.00, for Level II, $29.1~.

2) Essential perso."lS receive $EI4.20.


