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The purpose of this policy bulletin is to inform Job Center and Non
Cash Assistance Food Stamp (NCA FS) Center staff that the Food
Stamp Benefits Household Composition Desk Guide (LDSS-4314)
has been revised.

The LDSS-4314 was revised to reflect a change in student eligibility
criteria for food stamp (FS) benefits. The change allows students to
participate in the FS program if they are employed and paid for an
average of at least 20 hours per week or, if self-employed, are
working for an average of at least 20 hours per week and receive
weekly earnings at least equal to the Federal minimum wage
multiplied by 20. The change became effective June 1, 2009.

Previously, the eligibility criteria required students to be employed
and paid for a minimum of 20 hours per week or, if self-employed, be
working for a minimum of 20 hours per week and receive weekly
earnings at least equal to the Federal minimum wage multiplied by
20.

The LDSS-4314 can be used by staff to assist in determining FS
household composition.

Job Center Directors and NCA FS Center Managers must ensure
that all previous versions of the LDSS-4314 are removed from
circulation and recycled.

A sample of the revised desk guide is attached.

Effective Immediately

HAVE QUESTIONS ABOUT THIS PROCEDURE?
Call 718-557-1313 then press 3 at the prompt followed by 1 or
send an e-mail to FIA Call Center Fax or fax to: (917) 639-0298

Distribution: X

Lisa C. Fitzpatrick, Assistant Deputy Commissioner
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Related Items:

PB #09-87-ELI

PB #09-86-OPE

Attachment:
Please use Print on LDSS-4314 Food Stamp Benefits Household Composition
Demand to obtain copies Desk Guide (Rev. 8/09)

of forms.
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http://fndocument/CDCOpenClient/DocContent.aspx?Library=HRAContent^fndocument&Id=003826513&ObjType=2&Op=Open
http://fndocument/CDCOpenClient/DocContent.aspx?Library=HRAContent^fndocument&Id=003826506&ObjType=2&Op=Open
http://otda.ny.gov/main/policy/directives/2009/ADM/09-ADM-08.pdf
http://otda.ny.gov/main/policy/directives/2010/INF/10-INF-06.pdf

LDSS-4314 (Rev. 8/09)
FOOD STAMP BENEFITS HOUSEHOLD COMPOSITION DESK GUIDE

All persons, even if they are members of different families, who customarily purchase and prepare meals together are to be considered
members of the same Food Stamp Benefits household.

RELATIONSHIPS: SITUATION RESULT
Spouses Living Together Must always be considered as a single household.
Parents and their Children, 21 Years of Age or Younger, Must be considered as a single household.

Living Together (Includes Stepchildren) regardless of
whether the children have a spouse or children of their

own.
Children Under 18 Must be considered as a single household.

(Except Foster Children) (Reminder: A child under 18 living with their spouse or child is not considered under parental
Under the Parental Control of an Adult Household Member control.)

Who Is Not the Children’s Parent or Stepparent —\
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NOTE: There is no age requirement for an individual npt\unde ental c@nitrol t eiye food stamp |benefits
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Resident of Institution @A |
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alco ment facility e Certain group living arrangement
dized housing for the elderl |
e Shelter for the homeless

° SHeIter for battered women and children

Ineligible Student Non-household member. (Income and resources are excluded. The household can claim
their prorated share of expenses.)

Work Rules Sanctioned or Intentional Program Excluded household member. (Income and resources are counted in their entirety. The
Violation Disqualified household can claim full expenses.)

Any individual who is ineligible to get a Social Excluded household member. (Income is prorated; resources are counted in their entirety.
Security Number, or any individual who if unable to Expenses paid by or billed to the excluded person are prorated.

provide a SSN, fails to apply for a
SSN or refuses to cooperate with resolving a SSN
validation discrepancy.

An individual who fails to provide or apply for a Social | Excluded household member. (Income is prorated; resources are counted in their entirety.

Security Number (SSN), or any individual who if Expenses paid by or billed to the excluded person are prorated.) Applying for or providing
unable to provide a SSN, fails to apply for a SSN the SSN immediately brings the excluded individual into compliance.
A household that fails to or refuses to cooperate in The food stamp case is closed.

the SSN validation process.




LDSS-4314 (Rev. 8/09)
FOOD STAMP BENEFITS HOUSEHOLD COMPOSITION DESK GUIDE

Persons residing together who do not meet any of the previous definitions may be separate households if they purchase and prepare food
separately from the other persons.

SPECIAL LIVING ARRANGEMENT: SITUATION RESULT

Boarder (Room and Meals) Not a part of the household, but may be considered to be a member of a household at the
household’s request.

May never be a separate household. The following can never be considered boarders:
e Parents and children, age 21 and younger who live together.
¢ A spouse of a member of the household.

e Children under 18 years of age who are under the parental control of an adult
member of the household including a sibling.

Roomer (Room, No Meals) Not considered part of household, but may apply as a separate household.
Shared Living (Pays a Share of Shelter E@ /Xl\ot co Ekjered/{grt )fhou.ge\lcold but mams a separate household.
Elderly Individuals and their Spouses U parate, househald [status 91 y|ble granted to those elderly individuals and their spouse
0 canpot gurchaseé reppare their ownmrmeals because they suffer from certain
i sabililies, evenl|if t|h= living and eatimgwith others, if they meet certain conditions.*
Foster Children It is the ho old's decision to nclude of e¢xclude foster children as household members. If
included, thoge fpster care paynmt carmot e excluded as verified reimbursements
are tedas inconte. If excluded; fostercare payments are not counted as income.

*ALL OF THE FOLLOWING CONDITIONS MUST BE MET:

e The individual must be 60 years of age or older; and

e The individual must suffer from a disability considered permanent under the Social Security Act or from a non-disease related, severe, permanent disability and
be unable to purchase and prepare meals; and

e The gross income of the others with whom the individual resides (excluding the income of the individual and the spouse) cannot exceed 165% of the poverty
level.

STUDENTS:
In order to participate in the Food Stamp Program, a student who is enrolled at least half-time in an institution of higher education and is at least 18 years
old but less than 50 years old and is not disabled must meet one of the following criteria:

Be receiving Family Assistance or Federally funded Safety Net Assistance Benefits.

Provide more than half the physical care for a child under 6 or an incapacitated person.

Be enrolled full time and be a single parent responsible for the care of a child under 12.

Provide more than half the care of a child under 12 and not have adequate child care to work and go to school.

Be participating during the school year in a State or Federally financed work study program funded under Title IV-C.

Be employed for an average of 20 hours per week and be paid. If self employed, must be working an average of 20 hours per week and earn an amount equal
to the Federal minimum wage x 20 hours.

e Was placed in school through JTPA, FSE&T, JOBS or DOL.
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