\-"IHI

Sd% % FAMILY INDEPENDENCE ADMINISTRATION Sl

. O
= & ™ . . .. B \Ma/ (1
“ﬁ‘@? B Seth W. Diamond, Executive Deputy Commissioner §AO§EA§
ﬁu'rn:n:'r\'ﬁf "%bv“;

e . e &0/77 OF NE"‘*°
James K. Whelan, Deputy Commissioner Lisa C. Fitzpatrick, Assistant Deputy Commissioner
Policy, Procedures and Training Office of Procedures

POLICY BULLETIN #08-04-OPE

NOTICE TO CLASS MEMBERS OF WALKER V. DOAR

Date: Subtopic(s):
January 16, 2008 Forms

This procedure can This policy bulletin informs Job Center staff of a notice being mailed
now be accessed on the | to the class members affected by Walker v. Doar, a class action
FlAweb. lawsuit pending court settlement. The notice will be mailed to all
individuals who patrticipated in the New York City Parks Opportunity
Program (POP) between March 2003 and October 29, 2006, and
whose Family Assistance grant was reduced to zero while they were
in POP. The lawsuit concerns the Food Stamp Transitional Benefit
Alternative Program (TBA), which was not received by POP
participants during this time period.

The notice informs class members that this litigation is being settled
and provides background information about the terms of the
settlement. It also informs class members that if they have any
objection to the terms of the settlement, they can state their
objections at a public hearing before the Court on April 4, 2008. If
they have no objections to the settlement, they do not need to take
any action at this time. Attendance at the public hearing is not
mandatory.

If Job Center staff receive inquiries from participants regarding this
lawsuit, they should direct participants to Class Counsel at New York
Legal Assistance Group, 450 West 33rd Street, 11th Floor, New
York, NY 10001. More information about the case can be obtained
by contacting Class Counsel at the above address or by calling

(212) 946-0342.

MIS will mail the notice to all affected individuals by January 18,
2008.

A sample of the notice is attached.

HAVE QUESTIONS ABOUT THIS PROCEDURE?
Call 718-557-1313 then press 3 at the prompt followed by 1 or
send an e-mail to FIA Call Center

Distribution: X
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Effective Immediately

Attachment:
Please use Print on EXP-84J Notice to Class, Walker v. Doar
D i i ) .
Ofefrgr?:: to obtain copies EXP-84J (S) Notice to Class, Walker v. Doar (Spanish)
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If you or a member of your Food Stamp household participated in the New York City Parks Opportunity Program
(POP) in or after March 2003 to on or before October 29, 2006 and your household’s public assistance grant
was reduced to zero and Food Stamp benefits were reduced as a result, a proposed settlement of a federal
class action lawsuit may affect your rights.

This is not a bill. You are not being sued. You do not need to respond to this letter.

WHY AM | RECEIVING THIS NOTICE?

Available records indicate that you or someone in your Food Stamp household may have participated in
the New York City Parks Opportunity Program (“POP”) during the time period set forth above. These records
show that your household’s public assistance grant may have been reduced to zero and your household’s Food
Stamp benefits may have been reduced as a result of the POP participation.

WHAT IS THIS LAWSUIT ABOUT?

Generally, people who stop receiving public assistance because they are working keep receiving the
same level of Food Stamp benefits for up to five months. This is called the Food Stamp transitional benefit
alternative (TBA). Plaintiffs filed this lawsuit, Walker v. Doar, No. 04-CV-00369 (WHP), in the United States
District Court for the Southern District of New York because they believed that the Food Stamp household of a
person who participated in POP from in or after March 2003 to on or before October 29, 2006 should have
received TBA.

WHY IS THIS A CLASS ACTIQN?
In a class 3
Monique Clemmons
Members.

WHY IS THERE A SETTLEM :l

W this case, Tania Ealker and Danielle
similar claims. |All these people are Class

The Class Represéntati 5 i And the defendants haye agreed on terms to settle
this litigation. These termg are a| “settlement agreement.” The Class
Representatives angy , ide i he propose? ff]-‘.xlirre t agreement is best for all
Class Members. The Nus ¥ & in order for if to take effect. No eligible class

members will receive any benefits unless and until the Court approves the settlement agreement.

WHO IS INCLUDED IN THE PROPOSED SETTLEMENT?

The Court has ruled that everyone who fits the following description is a Class Member: All persons
who, from in or after March 2003, to on or before October 29, 2006, participated in the New York City Parks
Opportunity Program (“POP”), a grant diversion program in which a participant's Family Assistance grant is
diverted to the New York City Parks Department to subsidize a portion of the participant’s income from POP,
and who, during their participation in POP; (a) had their Family Assistance grant adjusted to $0.00 in the New
York State Welfare Management System; (b) had their Food Stamp benefits reduced due to their increased
income from participation in POP; and (c) did not receive or are not receiving transitional Food Stamp benefits
under the Transitional Benefit Alternative Program during their participation in POP.

WHAT AM | ENTITLED TO UNDER THE PROPOSED SETTLEMENT?

If you or a member of your household fits the above description of a Class Member and the Court
approves the settlement agreement, then you may be entitled to an amount of restored Food Stamp benefits.
The amount of restored Food Stamp benefits that your household may receive will depend on (1) the size of
your household when you or your household member started to participate in POP and (2) the number of
months you or your household member spent in POP while your public assistance grant was reduced to $0. For
each month, up to five months, that you or your household member participated in POP, you may be eligible to
receive a restored Food Stamp benefit. The monthly benefit is based on a calculation using the amount of Food
Stamps that a typical household could have received if it had received TBA when it participated in POP. The
monthly benefit ranges from $136 in restored Food Stamp benefits for a one-person household to $950 for a
ten-person household.
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If the Court approves the settlement agreement, you will get another notice telling you whether you will
receive an amount of restored Food Stamp benefits, how much you will receive, and how to access any
benefits.

DO I HAVE A LAWYER IN THIS CASE?

Lawyers at an organization called the New York Legal Assistance Group, 450 West 33rd Street, 11th
Floor, New York, New York 10001, 212-946-0342, represent the Class Members in this case. The New York
Legal Assistance Group is a free legal services organization. You will not be charged for their services.

WHAT SHOULD | DO NOW?
If you agree that the terms of this settlement, as explained above, are fair, reasonable, and adequate,
then you do not have to do anything in order to benefit from the settlement.

If you are a Class Member and you disagree with the terms of the proposed settlement, you can tell the
Court that you do not agree with the settlement or some part of it. The Court will consider your views. To object,
send your comments to Class Counsel at New York Legal Assistance Group, 450 West 33rd Street, 11th Floor,
New York, New York 10001. Write down your objections or comments and at the top of the first page write
Walker v. Doar, 04-CV-00369 (WHP). Sign your name and put your address and telephone number on the
bottom of your letter. To be considered, your objections must be made in writing and have been postmarked
within 30 days from the date this notice was mailed to you.

WHAT IS THE FAIRNESS HEARING?
Before the settlement can take effect, and before people can receive any amount of restored Food
' . lllhold a FairnesslHearing" to decide
it is in the |best interests of the Class
the Couft|{to approve the settlement
urt will then whether to approve
jelctl to or submit writlen objections to the
e|to tell the judge what you think.

:D0_a.m. in|Courtroom 11D of the Daniel
w York, New York 10007.

HOw DO GET MORE INFORMATION?

If you wish to look at the entire proposed settlement agreement before deciding whether to object or
attend the Fairness Hearing, you can ask for a copy from Class Counsel at: New York Legal Assistance Group,
450 West 33rd Street, 11th Floor, New York, New York 10001, 212-946-0342.

DO NOT CALL OR WRITE THE JUDGE OR THE DISTRICT CLERK WITH QUESTIONS ABOUT THIS CASE.
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Si usted o un miembro de su hogar que recibe Cupones para Alimentos participé en el Programa de
Oportunidades en los Parques de la Ciudad de Nueva York (New York City Parks Opportunity Program — POP)
en o después de marzo del 2003 hasta o antes del 29 de octubre del 2006 y la concesién de asistencia publica
de su hogar se redujo a cero y como resultado los beneficios de Cupones para Alimentos se redujeron, un
acuerdo propuesto de una accion en grupo federal podria afectar sus derechos.

Este documento no es una factura. A usted no se le esta demandando. Usted no tiene
gue contestar esta carta.

¢, POR QUE SE ME ENVIA ESTE AVISO?

Segun expedientes disponibles, puede que usted o alguien en su hogar que recibe Cupones para
Alimentos haya participado en el Programa de Oportunidades en los Parques de la Ciudad de Nueva York
(“POP”) durante el periodo indicado mas arriba. Estos expedientes indican que puede que la asignacion de
asistencia publica de su hogar se haya reducido a cero y que también los beneficios de Cupones para
Alimentos de su hogar hayan sido reducido como resultado de la participacion en el POP.

¢, DE QUE SE TRATA ESTA DEMANDA?

Generalmente, las personas quienes dejan de recibir asistencia publica porque estan trabajando
siguen recibiendo los mismos niveles de beneficios de Cupones para Alimentos por hasta cinco meses. Esto se
denomina la alternativa de beneficio de transicion de Cupones para Alimentos (Food Stamp transitional benefit
alternative — TBA). Los demandantes interpusieron esta demanda, Walker v. Doar, No. 04-CV-00369 (WHP), en
el Tribunal de Distrito del Distrito Sur de Nueva York (United States District Court for the Southern District of
) ( e Cypones ppra Alimehtos y que participd
en el POP en o degpiés de es del 29 de\odtybre del 2006 debieron haber recibido

TBA.
]

En una accién e se €S del Gupo (Class Representatives) (Tanya
Walker y Danielle \M : interponen laj demandal & nombre de un grupo de

personas con recla bngs|son los Miembros del Emm_l
¢, POR QUE SE CONVINO UN ACUERDO?

Los Representantes del Grupo, los abogados de los demandantes, y los demandados aceptaron
condiciones para llegar a un acuerdo en este caso. Estas condiciones se estipulan en un documento que se
denomina “acuerdo del caso” (“settlement agreement”). Los Representantes del Grupo y los abogados de
ambas partes estiman que el acuerdo propuesto es lo mas conveniente para todos los Miembros del Grupo. El
Tribunal tiene que aprobar el acuerdo para que el mismo entre en vigor. Ninguno de los miembros elegibles del
grupo recibira beneficios a menos y hasta que el Tribunal apruebe el acuerdo.

¢, QUIENES FORMAN PARTE DEL ACUERDO PROPUESTO?

El Tribunal ha determinado que todo al que le corresponda la siguiente descripcién es un Miembro del
Grupo: Todas las personas quienes, a partir o después de marzo del 2003, hasta o antes del 29 de octubre del
2006, participaron en el Programa de Oportunidades en los Parques de la Ciudad de Nueva York (“POP”), un
programa de reasignacion de concesién mediante el cual la asignacién de Asistencia Familiar (Family
Asistance) de un participante se reasigna al Departamento de Parques de la Ciudad de Nueva York (New York
City Parks Department) para subvencionar una porcion del ingreso del POP del participante, y quienes, durante
su participacion en el POP reunieron las siguientes condiciones; (a) su concesion de Asistencia Familiar se
ajustd a $0.00 en el Sistema de Administracion de Bienestar Publico del Estado de Nueva York (New York
State Welfare Management System); (b) se le redujeron sus beneficios de Cupones para Alimentos debido al
aumento de su ingreso por la participacion en el POP; y (c) no recibieron o no reciben en la actualidad
beneficios de Cupones para Alimentos de transicién conforme al Programa de Alternativa de Beneficio de
Transicion de Cupones para Alimentos durante su participacion en el POP.
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¢A QUE TENGO DERECHO CONFORME AL ACUERDO PROPUESTO?

Si a usted o a un miembro de su hogar le corresponde la descripcién de un Miembro del Grupo y el
Tribunal aprueba el acuerdo del caso, usted podria tener derecho a una cantidad de beneficios de Cupones
para Alimentos restaurados. La cantidad de los beneficios de Cupones para Alimentos restaurados que su
hogar podria recibir dependera de (1) el nimero de miembros de su hogar cuando usted o el miembro de su
hogar empez6 a participar en el POP y (2) el nimero de meses que usted o el miembro de su hogar paso en el
POP mientras que su concesion de asistencia publica se redujo a $0. Por cada mes, hasta cinco meses, en que
usted o el miembro de su hogar participaron en el POP, usted podria ser elegible para recibir un beneficio de
Cupones para Alimentos restaurado. El beneficio mensual se basa en célculos a partir de la cantidad de
Cupones para Alimentos que un hogar tipico pudo haber recibido si hubiera recibido TBA cuando participé en el
POP. La cantidad del beneficio mensual seria entre $136 en beneficios de Cupones para Alimentos
restaurados para un hogar de una sola persona y $950 para un hogar de diez personas.

Si el Tribunal aprueba el acuerdo del caso, usted recibira otro aviso informéandole si recibird una
cantidad de beneficios de Cupones para Alimentos restaurados, cuanto recibira, y cémo tener acceso a
cualquier beneficio.

¢, TENGO ABOGADO EN ESTE CASO?

En este caso a los Miembros del Grupo los representan abogados de una organizacion llamada el
Grupo de Asistencia Legal de Nueva York (New York Legal Assistance Group), 450 West 33rd Street, piso 11,
New York, New York 10001, 212-946-0342. La New York Legal Assistance Group es una organizacion que
brinda servicios legales gratuitos. A usted no se le cobrara por estos servicios.

¢, QUE DEBO HACER AHORA

Si usted ac iCig le parecen| justas, fgzonables y adecuadas, tal
como se explican mas arriba i é ara pdder beneficiarge del acuerdo.

Si usted es R S : a las cgndiciones de m propuesto, puede
informarle al Tribunal que . ibunal considerara sus opiniones. Para
presentar sus objegignes, enyi i : 5s C ew York | egal Assistance Group, 450
West 33rd Street, 1\lt . jeciones| d_comentarios y en la parte
superior de la prime 3 ‘ V-00369 (WHP). Fifme su npmbre y ponga su

direccion y namero de telefono en la parte mferlor de su carta. Para poder tomarse en consideracion, sus
objeciones deben presentarse por escrito y enviarse por correo dentro de 30 dias, a partir de la fecha en que
este aviso se le envio por correo.

¢, QUE ES LA AUDIENCIA IMPARCIAL (FAIRNESS HEARING)?

Antes de que el acuerdo pueda entrar en vigor, y antes de que se pueda recibir cualquier cantidad de
beneficios de Cupones para Alimentos restaurados, el Tribunal tiene que aprobar el acuerdo. El Tribunal llevara
a cabo una Audiencia Imparcial (“Fairness Hearing”) para decidir si el acuerdo es justo, razonable, y adecuado
y si es lo mas conveniente para los Miembros del Grupo. En la audiencia, el Abogado del Grupo (Class
Counsel) y los demandados le pedirdn al Tribunal que apruebe el acuerdo del caso. Si hay objeciones, el
Tribunal las tomara en consideracion. Luego el Tribunal decidira si se aprueba el acuerdo del caso. Usted no
tiene que asistir a la audiencia, aun si tiene objeciones 0 envia objeciones por escrito en contra del acuerdo.
Usted tiene el derecho de asistir a la audiencia por cuenta propia para expresar sus opiniones al juez.

El Tribunal realizara la Audiencia Imparcial el 4 de abril del 2008 a las 11:00 a.m. en Courtroom 11D en
el Daniel Patrick Moynihan United States Courthouse, localizado en 500 Pearl St., New York, New York 10007.

¢, COMO CONSIGO MAS INFORMACION?

Si usted desea revisar el acuerdo propuesto en su totalidad antes de decidir si oponerse o asistir a la
Audiencia Imparcial, puede pedirle una copia al Abogado del Grupo en: New York Legal Assistance Group, 450
West 33rd Street, 11th Floor, New York, New York 10001, 212-946-0342.

NO LLAME O ESCRIBA AL JUEZ O AL SECRETARIO DEL DISTRITO (DISTRICT CLERK) CON
PREGUNTAS SOBRE ESTE CASO.



	           
	James K. Whelan, Deputy Commissioner  Lisa C. Fitzpatrick, Assistant Deputy Commissioner 
	Policy, Procedures and Training Office of Procedures 
	 
	POLICY BULLETIN #08-04-OPE 
	 
	NOTICE TO CLASS MEMBERS OF WALKER V. DOAR 

	Date: 
	January 16, 2008 
	Forms
	Attachment:






