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 This procedure can 
now be accessed on the 
FIAweb. 

The purpose of this bulletin is to inform all staff of the revision of the 
Alien Eligibility Desk Aid (W-205V). The W-205V has been revised to 
include a footnote for the following Welfare Management System 
(WMS) Alien Citizenship Indicator (ACI) codes:  
 

 S  – Persons lawfully admitted for permanent residence   
       who have worked or can be credited with 40 qualifying   
       quarters of coverage as defined under Title II of the   
       Social Security Act. 

 K – Persons lawfully admitted for permanent residence  
       without 40 qualifying quarters. 

 B – Certain battered aliens who are the immediate  
       relatives (spouse or child) of a U.S. citizen or lawful   
       permanent resident alien who have been battered or     
       subject to extreme cruelty by the spouse or parent.  

 G – Persons paroled into the U.S. for at least one year. 
  
Clarification regarding 
individuals with WMS 
ACI codes listed above 

The U.S. Department of Health and Human Services, the federal 
agency that regulates immigrant eligibility for federal cash and 
Medicaid benefits, has issued a clarification regarding certain 
individuals represented by the above WMS ACI codes.  
 
Individuals who fall into one of the above categories and were 
residing in the U.S. prior to 8/22/96 are not subject to the requirement 
of five years in a qualified status for Family Assistance and are 
eligible for Family Assistance if currently a qualified alien and 
otherwise eligible.  
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 For example: 
 

Example Mr. Chen Chu entered the U.S. on a visitor’s visa in 1993 and 
overextended his stay. He was living in the U.S. illegally for two 
years before he met his wife, who is a U.S citizen. Based on 
this marriage, he applied for lawful permanent resident status 
in 1998 and received that status in 2000.  
 
In 2003, Mr. Chu and his family applied for Family Assistance, 
Food Stamps and Medicaid.  

  
 Because Mr. Chu was physically residing in the U.S. prior to 

8/22/96, he does not need five years of qualified alien status to 
be eligible for Family Assistance and therefore, if otherwise 
eligible, he is entitled to receive Family Assistance. Mr. Chu’s 
current status as a permanent resident alien qualifies him for 
Medicaid (if otherwise eligible) regardless of how many years 
he has had qualified alien status.  
 
However, the 8/22/96 date has no significance in regard to 
food stamps. Under the FS immigration rules, as a permanent 
resident alien, Mr. Chu is not eligible for Food Stamp benefits 
until he has been in a qualified status for five years, can be 
credited with 40 work quarters or is in receipt of disability 
benefits. 

  
Documentation must be 
received to prove entry 
into the U.S. prior to 
8/22/96 

Individuals affected by this policy must provide documentation to 
prove their residence in the U.S. prior to 8/22/96. Documents such as 
tax returns, employment and/or school records, a landlord statement 
and/or immigration documents that prove entry into the U.S. was 
before 8/22/96 can be submitted as proof. 

  
POS Centers Workers at POS Centers will enter the date the individual actually 

entered the country, based on the documentation provided, in the 
Date of Entry field on the Additional Information window in the 
Alien Type Determination questions for Aliens with ACI codes S, K, B 
and G until POS is reprogrammed to reflect this policy.  

  
Revised W-205V As a result of this clarification, the W-205V has been revised to 

include the following footnote for ACI codes S, K, B and G:  
  
Footnote added to 
revised W-205V 

“Individual(s) with this immigration status who were physically present 
in the U.S. before 8/22/96 are not subject to the eligibility requirement 
of five (5) years in qualified alien status for receipt of Family 
Assistance benefits.” 
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 Effective Immediately 
  
  

 Forms can now be 
accessed through Print 
on Demand at all Job 
Centers. 

Attachment: 
 
W-205V     Alien Eligibility Desk Aid (Rev. 5/27/04) 
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