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POLICY BULLETIN #09-71-ELI 

 
CASH ASSISTANCE BASIC ALLOWANCE INCREASE   

 
Date: 

June 19, 2009 
Subtopic(s): 

Eligibility, Cash Assistance, Food Stamps 
 

 This procedure 
can now be 
accessed on the 
FIAweb. 

This policy bulletin is being issued to inform all staff at Job Centers of 
the increase in the Cash Assistance (CA) Basic Allowance. This 
information is informational for all others. 

  
 Effective July 1, 2009, the CA semimonthly Basic (Preadded) Allowance 

will increase. The Guide to Cash Assistance Budgeting (W-203K) form 
has been updated to reflect the new Preadded Allowances for each CA 
household size. 

  
 CA 

Family 
size 

1 2 3 4 5 6 
Each 

Additional 
Person 

Amount $63.00 $100.50 $134.00 $172.50 $213.00 $246.00 $33.50  
  
 The Basic Allowance is currently used in the calculation of CA needs for 

the following cases:  
  
 • Shelter Types 01, 02, 03, 06, 11, 13, 20, 23, 24, 25, 26, 27, 30, 33, 

38, 39, 40, 41, and 43. 
 • Room and Board Shelter Type 04.  
 • A “Normal Grant” for Food Stamp (FS) shelter expenses for non-

disabled individuals in Residential Treatment Centers (RTC) Shelter 
Types 27, 31, and 32. 

 • Congregate Care Level 2 Shelter Type 43 for individuals who are not 
receiving care on the case. 

  
 A mass rebudgeting/reauthorization (MRB) of all CA and CA/FS cases 

eligible for the increase will take place June 20, 2009. As a result of this 
increase in CA grant, the FS benefits may decrease.   
 



  PB #09-71-ELI                 

 All cases rebudgeted with the Basic Allowance increase will receive a 
notice (see Attachment A) informing them of the change in their grant.  

  
 After the MRB takes place, the Office of Temporary and Disability 

Assistance (OTDA) will provide the Family Independence Administration 
with a list of the excluded cases.  

  
 When the exemption report is received, the JOS/Worker must: 

 
• calculate, save, and authorize a new budget to reflect the new CA 

benefit amount 
• ensure that a Client Notices System (CNS) notice is generated. (Do 

not use M3E Indicator A or T) 
• provide a supplementation of the CA grant for any underpayment that 

occurred as a result of the increase in the CA grant for every cycle 
from the 7/A/09 cycle to the effective date of the authorized budget 

  
 Households that apply before July 1, 2009 and are denied CA due to 

income based on current CA benefit levels must reapply for CA after 
July 1, 2009 to be reevaluated based on the higher CA benefit level. 

  
 Shelter Type Codes 14, 15, 16, 19, 28, 29, 34, 35, 42, and 44 will not 

receive the CA increase because they are in receipt of a Personal 
Needs Allowance (PNA) instead of the regular Basic Allowance. 

  
 References: 

 
 ABEL Transmittal 09-3
 HSASC RTS-6/04 
  
 
 

Attachments: 

W-203K Guide to Cash Assistance Budgeting  
(Rev. 6/19/09) 

 Please use Print 
on Demand to obtain 
copies of forms. Attachment A Sample of the Increase in Basic Allowance Notice 
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Schedule of Semimonthly (S/M) Preadded Allowance (7/1/09) 

CA Family 
Size 1 2 3 4 5 6 Each Additional 

Person 
Amount $63.00 $100.50 $134.00 $172.50 $213.00 $246.00 $33.50 

 
Special Situations 
 
1. Single persons residing in public shelters can receive a Cash Assistance personal needs 

allowance of $22.50 semimonthly. 
2. Homeless persons who refuse placement in a shelter can receive the preadded, energy and 

restaurant allowance. 
3. For family members joining the household for limited periods (e.g., weekends) authorize $4.00 

per day, per person. 
4. All participants who are billed for rent are entitled to a shelter allowance equal to the rent or 

the maximum shelter allowance for family size, whichever is less. 
5. Persons with HIV/AIDS can receive a shelter allowance of up to $480 per month and up to 

$330 per month for each additional person on the case.     
 

Schedule 1 
Maximum S/M Shelter Allowance with Children† (effective 11/1/03) 

CA Family 
Size 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 or More 

S/M 
Amount $138.50 $141.50 $200.00 $225.00 $250.50 $262.00 $273.00 

Schedule 2 
Maximum S/M Shelter Allowance without Children 

CA Family 
Size 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 or 

More 
S/M 

Amount $107.50 $125.00 $143.00 $156.00 $168.50 $174.50 $201.50 $210.50 

 
S/M Energy Grants 

CA Family 
Size 1 2 3 4 5 6 Each Additional 

Person 
S/M 

Amount $12.55 $19.75 $26.50 $34.35 $42.35 $48.60 $6.25 

 
S/M Fuel for Heating: Other than Natural Gas Fuel Type (Oil, Kerosene, Propane) (Code 2)** 

CA Family 
Size 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 or 

More 
S/M 

Amount $35.00 $35.00 $35.00 $36.50 $38.50 $41.00 $44.00 $46.50 

 
S/M Fuel for Heating: Natural Gas Fuel Type (Code 1), Coal (Code 4), Other Code (Code 9)** 

CA Family 
Size 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 or 

More 
S/M 

Amount $28.00 $28.00 $28.00 $29.00 $30.50 $32.50 $34.50 $37.00 

 
S/M Fuel for Heating: Other than Natural Gas Fuel Type (Electric) (Code 3)** 

CA Family 
Size 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 or 

More 
S/M 

Amount $45.00 $45.00 $45.00 $47.00 $49.50 $53.00 $56.50 $60.00 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Expenses Incident to Employment 

Item of Expense Allowance 

Standard Semimonthly 
Work Reduction $45.00 

Income Disregard 52% of net earned income 

 
Expenses Incident to Approved Training 

Carfare Public transportation expense 

 
Schedule of Semimonthly Restaurant Allowance (Includes Sales Tax) 

 Dinner Lunch and 
    Dinner All Meals 

Amount per Person $14.50 $23.50 $32.00 

Pregnant Women, Persons under 18 Years 
of Age and Full-Time Students Who Will 
Graduate before 19th Birthday 

$32.50 $41.50 $50.00 

 

Schedule of Emergency Assistance Grants for All Cases 

Daily Rate 

CA Family Size Preadded and Energy Allowance *Preadded, Energy and 
 Restaurant Allowance 

1 $5.00 $7.15 

2 $8.00 $12.25 

3 $10.70 $17.10 

4 $13.75 $22.30 

5 $17.00 $27.65 

6 $19.60 $32.40 

7 $22.25 $37.20 

8 $24.90 $42.00 

9 $27.55 $46.75 

10 $30.20 $51.55 

Each Additional Person $2.65 $4.80 
  † Includes pregnant women 
  *Add $1.20 per individual, if entitled, to the $ 50.00 semimonthly restaurant allowances. 
**Enter the appropriate code in the fuel type field on the household screen (NSBLO2) of the budget  
   in the WMS. 

Guide to Cash Assistance Budgeting 
(Effective July 1, 2009) 
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